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SUBJECT: SOWETO COMMUNITY COUNCIL CHOSEN IN POOR TURN-OUT 

REP: JOHANNESBURG 0818 

1. SUMMARY: DESPITE MINISTER OP PLURAL APFAIRS MULDER'S 
ALL-OUT EFPORT TO ENTICE SOWETO VOTERS TO SUPPORT THE NEW 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL, A MEAGER SIX PERCENT TURN-OUT FOR THE BY- 
ELECTIONS REPRESENTED ONLY MARGINAL IMPROVEMENT. NONETHELESS, 
MULDER DECLARED HIMSELF SATISFIED WITH THE "SOLID LEADERSHIP 
WE" ELECTED. HE ACKNOWLEDGED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS A 
CONTINUING "MISTRUST OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL" AND PLEDGED TO 
WORK FOR ITS ACCEPTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN SPITE OF CONNIE MULDER’S BEST EFPORTS (REFTEL), SOWETOENS 
TRICKLED TO THE POLLS SATURDAY INA SIX PERCENT TURN-OUT TO PILL 
VACANCIES IN SOWETO'S COMMUNITY COUNCIL. THE BY-ELECTION CALLED 
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BY MULDER AFTER THE INITIAL ELECTION FAILED TO FILL THIRTY OF 
THE FIFTY WARDS POSTIONS, REPRESENTED ONLY A MARGINAL IMPROVE- 
MENT OVER THE FIVE PERCENT VOTER RESPONSE IN THE FIRST ROUND 
ELECTION. PORMER URBAN BANTU COUNCIL (PORE-RUNNER TO COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL) CHAIRMAN DAVID THEBAHALI, REPRESENTING THE SOFASONKE 
PARTY, WAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN. 
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3. MULDER REPLIED TO THE POOR TURN-OUT BY STATING IT WAS HIS 
BELIEE THE COMMUNITY COUNCILS WOULD GAIN ACCEPTANCE OVER TIME 
AND THAT THE LOW LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION WAS, IN PART, DUE TO 
(BLACK) UNFAMILARITY WITH THE CONCEPT OF VOTING AND THE DEARTH 
OF ORGANIZED POLITICAL MOVEMENTS TO ORGANIZE VOTERS. HE 
SUBSEQUENTLY ADDED THAT THE LEGISLATION ENACTING THE COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL WAS NOT SET IN CONCRETE AND THAT AMENDMENTS, PRESUMABLY 
EXPANDING THE POWERS OF THE COUNCIL, COULD BE CONSIDERED OVER 
TIME. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE IN ALL FAIRNESS, THERE PROBABLY IS SOME 

MERIT TO MULDER'S ASSERTION THAT LACK OF FAMILIARITY WITH VOTING 
PROCEDURES AND LACK OF ORGANIZED POLITICAL MOVEMENTS CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE POOR TURN-OUT, THE OBVIOUS REASON WAS THE REFUSAL OF 
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE COMMITTEE OF TEN OR, SPECIFICALLY, 
INDIVIDUALS LIKE DR. NTHATO MOTLANA OR PERCY QOBOZA TO ENDORSE 
THE SCHEME. IN FACT, IT WAS WIDELY KNOWN THROUGHOUT SOWETO 
THAT THESE TWO INFLUENTIAL PERSONS WERE ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO 
THE COUNCILS IN ANY SHAPE OR FORM, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE SOMEWHAT 
CIRCUMSCRIBED FROM SAYING SO. 

5. THE FINAL MAKE-UP OF THE COUNCIL, INCLUDING ITS CHOICE 
OF CHAIRMAN, LOOKS EMBARRASSINGLY SIMILAR TO THE 
DEFUNCT UBC, RIDDEN OUT OF EXISTENCE BY THE SOWETO STUDENTS 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL FOR BEING "PUPPETS" OF THE SYSTEM. 
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6. DR. NTHATO MOTLANA, CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE OF TEN WHICH HAS 
CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED COMMUNITY COUNCILS AS PRESENTLY ESTABLISHED, 
COMMENT TO CONGEN APRIL 18 THAT THEBEHALI WAS "DISASTER " AS 
CHOICE FOR NEW "MAYOR". HE WAS KNOWN AS "CROOK" TO WHOLE 
COMMUNITY AND HAD GONE FROM JOB TO JOB AS EACH SUCCESSIVE 
EMPLOYER HAD FIRED HIM FOR OUTRIGHT THEFT OF COMPANY FUNDS. 
MAKHAYA AS "DEPUTY MAYOR " WAS PERHAPS HONEST, BUT NOT RESPECTED. 
SOWETO'S WEALTHIEST BUSINESSMAN, EPHRAIM TSHABALALA, WHO WAS 
CANDIDATE FOR "MAYOR", WAS NOT REALLY IN RUNNING BECAUSE HE WAS 
"ALMOST ILLITERATE". ONLY GOOD THING MOTLANA COULD SAY FOR 
THESE NEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBERS WAS THAT THEY HAD 
"PHYSICAL COURAGE " TO STAND FOR ELECTION AT ALL AND EXPOSE 
THEMSELVES TO VIOLENT RETRIBUTION BY POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. 

JOHNSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: ELECTION RESULTS 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978JOFIANN01009 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780171-0060 

Format: TEL 

From: JOHANNESBURG 

Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780436/aaaabeaa.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1f6b79aa-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 JOHANNESBURG 818 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2905649 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOWETO COMMUNITY COUNCIL CHOSEN IN POOR TURN-OUT 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF, (MULDER, CONNIE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 f6b79aa-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



